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CHAPTER SETSANALL-TIME
RECORD FOR ROTC AWARDS!

The Gainesville Chapter hasbeen presenting Silver
and Bronze ROTC Medalsto deserving cadets and mid-
shipmen of the Junior and Senior ROTC unitsinour area
every year snce 1985, but thisyear our eight medalsseta
new Chapter “best” for awards

For many, many years, the principa venuefor these
presentations has been the DAR National Defense Lun-
cheon, and thisyear was no exception. Held on Wednes-
day, April 12th, at thetop of the University Centre Hotel,
most of the cadets were present to be so honored. At
right, Chapter President Jim Partin presents one of the :
Bronze ROTC Medalsto an Army JROTC cadet, while an AFJROTC cadet waits her turn at the left. Many units,
however, choseto hold separate or additional awards ceremoniesassociated with school activities, so on many occasions
Chapter officersa so attended these eventsto recognize the cadets one moretimein front of parentsor peers.

Shown below isagroup shot of many Silver and Bronze ROTC Meda recipientsand their escorting officersat the
concluson of the DAR luncheon. Sadly, though, thismight bethelast of the DAR Luncheonsdueto continuing conflictsin
“timing,” such asthe need to belate enough in the semester to obtain nominationsfrom high schoolswho don't end classes
until Junevs. theunitsat U.F. who finish thethird week in April, plusthe unfortunatetiming of the school districts' spring
breaks mean alot of recipientsare away and unableto attend the luncheon, vs. the desire of many institutionsto hold
Separate award ceremonieson their own turf. Nonetheless, the Gainesville Chapter SAR will continueto recognizethese
fineyoung citizenswith the SAR Silver and Bronze ROTC Meddsintheyearsto come. Thisyear’ srecipientsincluded...

SILVER ROTC MEDAL
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

Army ~Michael J. Nash
Navy/Marine Corps~ Jorge Colon
Air Force~TamaraMinkow

BRONZE ROTC MEDAL
LOCAL HIGH SCHOOLS

Bradford HS (Starke) ~ David N. Askew
BuchholzHS~ AmandaBarron & Eric Caton
Eastsde HS~Nam Q. Nguyen
GainesvilleHS ~ James J. McNair

Honorable Mention ~ NSSAR Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award ~ 1992




The Gainesville Broadside

CHAPTER MEETINGS

All areluncheon meeting at noon at the Gainesville Sheraton
Hotel, 2900 S. W. 13th Street, unless noted otherwise.

July 17th
“Traning Your Animals’

by Ms. Susanne Gaddy
Professional and award-winning trainer and judge, and
her subnovice thru companion dog classes are espe-
cialy popular. Sheisaninstructor at SFCC.

August 21t
“New England’ sFirst Captain”
by Dr. Harry Hollien

tember 18th

DAR-SAR Condtitution Week Luncheon
11:30AM, Top‘otheUniversity Centre Hotel
1535 Southwests Archer Road
(Reservation information in next Broadside)

REMEMBERING
OUR MILITARY
HERITAGE...

Don't forget, thisisthe 50th Anniver-
sary of theKorean Conflict, yet another “forgotten war”
inwhich tens of thousands of American GI’sdied doing
what they do best —defending America sfreedom! We
anguish over the 2,500 or so MIA’'sfrom Vietnam, but
what about the more than 8,000 MIA’'sfrom Koreal !

Also, the Chapter isvery interested in doing our part to-
ward theWorld War || Memorid, and that itemwill bea
key topic for discussion at thismonth’ smeeting andin
meetingsto come. So, if you have accessto the Worl d-
wide Web, check out the WWI1 Memorid sSiteat...

www.wwiimemorial.org

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

A LEZ2D, by Jim Partin

We had agreat turnout at our June meeting with
17 compatriotsattending. | want to encouragedl of you
to come aswe have had some great programsthisyear!
If anyone has an ideaof someonewho would beagood
speaker for afuture program, just let meknow.

It isgetting closeto thetimefor our SAR duesto
be paid for theupcoming year. Pleasebring your duesto
the July meeting and pay to Secretary Charlie Rinek.
Thishelpsyour Chapter sncewe haveto get the annual
report into National four monthsearlier than usual.

There is a Revolutionary War soldier buried at
Green Cove Springsin Clay County. Let me know if
you areinterestedingoing on afiedtriptovigt thedte.
We will have a memorial service and check on the
condition of thetombstone.

Weadready havefour new membersapproved this
year with one more coming any day. There are three
more'76erssending in their gpplicationsfor membership
inthe next few weeks. These seven new membersare
sponsored by three compatriots. Let's keep the
momentum going by proposing your friendsto join our
Chapter. Send metheir names and addressesand your
namewill be put onthe sponsor line. Seeyou at our July
mesting!

BROADSIDES MORE OFTEN!

[ ) [ )
[ ) [ )
[ ) [ )
o Starting with this issue, the Gainesville Broadside will now be o
o published on a bi-monthly basis, in January, March, May, July, o
+ September, and November. For the moment, it will remain the o
o same size, four pages, but plans are to increase size to six o
< Pages very soon. Articles and ideas gratefully accepted! by

The Gainesville Broadside is published bi-monthly, in January, March, May, July, September, and November, by the
Gainesville Chapter, FLSSAR. Please send comments or articles to Editor William V. Carnes, Sr., 7711 Southwest 18th
Place, Gainesville, FL 32607-3403, or call or fax to (352) 332-6150 or e-mail at ClanCair ns@aol.com.
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So there were the Boston Massacre and the Boston
Tea Party, but in between there also was the Gaspee inci-
dent. The Gaspee was a British armed schooner on cus-
toms duty and chasing smugglersin Narragansett Bay one
night in June 1772. Unfortunately for the crew it has run
around, at which point a crowd of Rhode Islanders, some
of them prominent citizens of the Providence area, stormed
the ship and burned it to the water line!

This seemingly rash act came during a relatively quiet
period for the uneasy relationship between the coloniesand
the mother country. Thanksto the repeal of the Townshend
Acts, the quarrels had abated for the moment. In North
Caroling, all attention recently had been focused upon the
minor war between the uplanders and lowlanders, with
Royd Governor William Tryon and his planter allies of the
lowlands soundly defeating the upland “ Regulators,” asthey
were caled, at the Battle of Alamance Creek. In Pennsyl-
vania, would-be settlers from Connecticut tilted with Penn-
sylvanians over land in the Wyoming Valey, while to the
north others hungry for land argued over claims in the
Hampshire Grants, located between New York and New
Hampshire.

The Gaspee incident, however, shifted the colonia fo-
cus back to relations with Mother England. While moder-
ate Patriots were aghast at the outright attack on an armed
British ship, local efforts to unearth the perpetrators were
not taken seriously. But then London sent aroyal investi-
gating commission—with stern promises of tria in England
for the guilty parties, probably followed by hangings. The
commission, though, failed to find a single person to pros-
ecute. With such mockery made of roya authority, Rhode
Idand’'s Collector of Customs could only moan, “There's
an end to collecting a revenue and enforcing the acts of
trade.”

From the Patriot point of view, on the other hand, there
was a danger that roya use of an investigatory commis-
sion in one case could be a precedent for the intrusion of
like bodiesin al kinds of other colonia affairs.

For all the Royalsand L oyalistsin North America, mean-
while, there was worse news than the failure of the Gaspee
commission, far worse, yet to come. In Massachusetts,
Governor Thomas Hutchison put out the word that starting
in 1773 he and the colony’ sjudgeswoule be paid their sala
ries by the Crown, meaning, according to the onlooking
Patriots, that colonial officials would be beyond local con-
trol. In no time, reinvigorated Committees of Correspon-
dence were back in action in Boston and throughout the

Early Internet

colonies. Their stream of resolutions, pamphlets and news
itemsled to the formation of more such committeesin town
after town, matched by a similar eruption of revolutionary
cellsin colony after colony.

In the end, through organizations such as the Sons of
Liberty and the multitudinous committees of correspondence
springing up al over, the Patriots of North America had
formed an interlocking “Internet,” providing one another
with the latest in revolutionary words and deeds.

In Virginia, for example, the House of Burgesses in
March of 1773 formed a colony-level Committee of Cor-
respondence specificaly to look into the Gaspee incident
and its ramifications. the empowering resolution, adopted
on amotion by Thomas Jefferson’ s brother-in-law, Dabney
Carr, asked the legidatures of Virginia s sister colonies to
appoint one or more persons of their own membership as
like committees “to communicate from time to time...”

IntheVirginiacapita of Williamsburg thevery next day,
the local Mirginia Gazette carried an explanation by an
unnamed “ Gentleman of Distinction,” probably aBurgesses
leader. Theitem said in part: “...[W]e are endeavoring to
bring our Sister Colonies into the strictest union with us;
that we may resent, in one Body, any Steps that may be
taken by Administration to deprive any one of us the least
Particle of our Rights and Liberties.”

While not the first such example to be seen or heard in
these revolutionary days, these were the code words on
the tongues of Patriotsfar and wide. Coloniesina Union.
Our rights. Our liberties.

Up in New England, instead of Web sites spreading the
word of thisearly “Internet,” it often was horseback riders
galoping into far-flung towns and villages with the latest
news or Patriot propaganda. “Selected riders carried the
writings...deep into the Berkshire hills, to the green shores
of Rhode Idand, down through therolling Connecticut fields,
far over the New Hampshire border,” wrote Bruce
Lancaster in his history, The American Revolution.

In this regard, he aso noted, “No horseman was busier
than silversmith Paul Revere, who might have a mass of
pamphlets or letters or only a scrap of paper bearing the
single line: ‘Mr. Revere will give you al the news. J.
Adams.’”

John Adams, naturally!

from The Best Little Sories of the
American Revolution
by C. Brian Kelly
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